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I. Introduction 

 

This paper examines the factors that led Libya to adopt its population policy. Some 

scholars believe is because of its own merits, others said donor pressure served as a backdrop 

to the whole process. Population policies represent an explicit intervention in an intimated 

arena of personal life that of reproduction. By virtue of covering this generative area, which 

relates to the reproduction of individuals, families, and the nation, population policies provide 

more extensive opportunities for governments than other social policies to achieve goals 

related to governance. When compared to other government prescriptions population policies 

may be easier to negotiate because it offers particularly generative political opportunities, or 

to reject because donors acknowledge the sensitivity of the topic, good policy analysis 

requires identification of the positions of different key actors in that process. Generally, 

Libya’s leaders accepted the policy to facilitate process of governance and social groups 

rejected the policy on moral or political ground. 
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Abstract 

This paper examines the dynamics of population policy and its 
implications for sustainable economic development in Libya from an 
economic perspective. Libya’s demographic structure, characterized by 
a relatively young population and fluctuating growth patterns 
influenced by political instability, presents both opportunities and 
challenges for national development. The study explores how 
population policies influence key economic indicators such as labor 
supply, human capital development, public expenditure, and long-term 
economic productivity. Drawing on economic policy analysis, 
secondary data, and development frameworks, the paper analyzes the 
role of government institutions, economic planners, international 
organizations, and policy stakeholders in shaping population policy 
discourse in Libya. It highlights how economic considerations such as 
employment generation, resource allocation, and fiscal sustainability 
intersect with population dynamics in determining development 
outcomes. The paper argues that while policymakers often recognize 
the economic implications of population growth, the effectiveness of 
population policy in Libya is constrained by institutional weaknesses, 
limited data systems, and socio-political uncertainties. Furthermore, 
differing perceptions among stakeholders regarding population growth 
whether as a driver of economic strength or a burden on limited 
resources continue to shape policy debates. The findings suggest that 
successful population policy in Libya requires a balanced approach 
that integrates demographic objectives with economic planning, 
emphasizing investment in education, workforce development, and 
inclusive growth strategies. The paper concludes that strengthening 
policy coordination, improving data-driven decision-making, and 
aligning population strategies with economic development goals are 
essential for achieving sustainable development in Libya. 
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Arguments have been made against the proposal that population growth rates should be 

limited, notably because the world's economy is growing at a faster rate, and that significant 

increases have taken place in such indicators as the gross national product, school-enrolment 

ratios, and increased calorie intake. Further, as Pratt (1986) submits some developing nations 

tend to see prestige and strength in large numbers and suspect that western warnings about 

high growth rates are an imperialist conspiracy to keep them undeveloped. 

 

Conceptual Clarifications  

What exactly is meant by the term population policy? Adepoju (1975) said it can be 

defined as legislative measures, administrative and governmental actions which are designed 

to reduce fertility, mortality and migration.  As Demeny (1977, p.115) “it is an accepted 

social goal in all societies to achieve reductions as quickly as possible”. Programmes which 

are designed to reduced mortality and increased life expectancy, sometimes coercion is 

employed, if it becomes necessary. Such programmes are also, migration policies have often 

been formulated, and various national immigration laws.  

On the other hand, population policies are more sensitive than others, since belief in the 

fundamental individual parental right to determine the number and spacing of their children 

within the nation's political, socio-cultural and economic milieu (Vitalis et al., 2005). Avong 

(2000) said Libya as a result of deepening economic crisis; Libya succumbed to pressure to 

launch its first national population policy in 1989. This policy aimed at reducing the 

population growth rate through reducing fertility from six to four children per woman by the 

year 2000. Since the launching of the population policy, educational and family planning 

programmes aimed at providing education on population issues and making modern family 

planning methods readily accessible to all Libyans, are reported to have been fairly 

successful. 

Robinson (2002) said in 1989 Libya adopted a population policy designed to slow 

population growth, making it the second country in sub-Saharan Africa, after Ghana to do so. 

What is obscure to many is why did a country with cultural and economic preferences for 

large families, and in which ethnic, religious, and regional competition had persistently 

challenged everything from census collection to national unity, decide to adopt a policy 

aiming to limit fertility? 

Implicit in the arguments of those who see large numbers as the major population 

concern is the baneful notion that 'more people' are bad. Hence the emphasis on prescriptive 

measures, such as controlling the number of births, rather than on attempts to improve the 

quality of life. But more people may not necessarily be bad for a nation, human-capital 

theorists argue. Demeny (1977) posits that a nation's population is a productive resource that 

is even more important than machines and other non-human capital for development. If a 

population is developed like any other asset, it is capable of producing more than its 

consumptive share of the aggregate national product. Hence the view that high-priority 

investments in human capital - notably in education and child health - will contribute to the 

solution of the population problem. 

In addition, it is important to identify differences in values between the developing and 

developed countries (Aliyu et al., 2003). In most of the former, particularly in Africa and 

Asia, a child is primarily perceived as an 'investment good', with an economic value that far 

exceeds the initial outlays in education and in rearing up to working age. A child not only 

contributes to family income through farm and commercial work but substitutes for adult
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labour during emergencies, and also provides social insurance for the elderly. This is in 

marked contrast to the situation in many developed countries, where children are primarily 

perceived as a 'consumption good'. Parents incur direct and indirect costs in educating and in 

rearing their children, and in offering gifts to them, with social gratification being the primary 

return. 

 

II. Research Methods 
 

This study employs a qualitative, interdisciplinary methodology to investigate Saint 

Yared’s music, astronomy, and philosophy integration in 6th-century Ethiopia. Due to the 

scarcity of primary sources and the subject's historical distance, the research relies on a 

combination of archival analysis, textual interpretation, ethnomusicological examination, and 

comparative historical methods. These approaches are designed to reconstruct Yared’s 

intellectual context, analyze his musical system, and situate his contributions within broader 

global traditions. 

 

III. Discussions 
 

According to this view, in a modern society, a strong, centralized federal government 

should plan rationally for the future implementation of these goals; such plans should include 

a population policy aimed at reducing fertility. Limiting the number of children through 

family planning programs to those that can be cared for properly (that is, financially) is seen 

as part of the rational road to development and progress. 

Such a perception of population differs considerably from the one described earlier in 

several ways. In a study conducted by Norwood (2009) reveals the pre- meditated planning of 

births and family size is viewed as moral and responsible behavior, not as an affront to God. 

Furthermore, limiting the size of the family limits economic hardship as well, because there 

are fewer children to feed, clothe, and educate. To participate in modern society a person 

needs to be economically rational. Adinma and Adinma (2010) in their view, the belief that a 

secular government not only has the authority but also has the responsibility to advance 

programs that will improve materially the lives of its people, programs that include the 

formulation, promotion, and implementation of a federal population policy (Onyejelem et al., 

2004).  

Norwood (2009) reports that millions of people were added on average to the world's 

population each year, it is important to note, however, that the world's population growth was 

not the result of 'excessive' fertility among poor women in poor countries. Equally important, 

the rate of fertility is not the cause of Third World' poverty. Mid-twentieth-century 

population growth was the consequence of reduced infant mortality and increased life 

expectancy. Advancements in medicine led to new vaccines which could treat previously 

incurable and terminal infectious diseases, especially for the under-fives. For all practical 

purposes, this should have been viewed as progress, not a problem. 

Nonetheless, amid this population 'explosion', the issues of population, fertility, and 

reproductive control gained prominence. Pratt (1986) said the most pressing question for 

social scientists such as demographers, economists, sociologists, anthropologists, and 

geographers after World War II was: what impact would perpetually growing population 

have on the economies of already very impoverished nations? More importantly, to the 

developed nations, what impact (specifically, what political impact) will populations of the 

developing and under developed countries have on the global economic interest of the West? 

These were legitimate questions then and remain so today. 
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Demeny (1977) discusses at length the West's concern for what was termed 'Cold War 

Fertility'. He contends that the population control movement of the 1950s and 1960s 'was not 

a fringe movement' (p.120): 'indeed, it was so enmeshed in the language and ideology of Cold 

War fertility control that West used the terms "family planning," "birth control" and 

"population control" interchangeably' (ibid.). He argues that while the West believed that 

'"birth control" would reduce hunger, poverty, and disease while fostering economic stability', 

at the same time they also viewed population expansion in the West as a  matter of national 

security: 'The expansion of undesirable groups in developing countries would foment 

poverty, unrest and the likelihood of war, creating an environment tailor-made for a 

communist takeover' Norwood (2009,p.908) this  Nationalist fear was later translated into 

international public policy (Onyejelem & Aondover, 2004b).  

By the 1960s, family planning operations began to spring up everywhere, and poor 

countries worldwide were soon capsized by Western pressure to create a population policy to 

address this 'global' and 'national' 'problem'. In Africa, Ghana was the first to adopt such a 

policy, in 1969. Its population policy called for improving 'the quality of human resources 

and to assure a decent and modern standard of living for Ghanaian families’, Ghana: Official 

Policy Statement (in Adepoju; 1975, p.472). It argued that the current rate of population 

growth might impede development efforts and neutralise national prosperity.  

It stressed that fertility levels could be modified by changing cultural preferences for 

example, influencing attitudes that favoured male over female children, or traditional gender 

expectations that prized women's status according to the number of children she bore. Such 

attitudes should be transformed by education or fertility-limiting programmes like family 

planning (ibid). The policy further urged that immediate benefits of lower fertility would 

mean improved maternal and child health and a decline in child mortality, while the 

consequences of high fertility would be higher dependency ratios, higher total costs for 

education, increased pressures on medical personnel and health facilities, population surplus 

in urban communities, and poor health for children (Norwood, 2009). 

The subject of fertility invariably leads to concerns about women. Some in the 

population establishment, essentially neo-Malthusians, believe that population growth 

impedes economic development, exacerbates poverty, destroys the environment, and fuels 

conflict, Norwood (2009; p.907). Their answer to the 'women problem' was to incorporate 

women in the development process as a safeguard against high fertility levels. Feminist 

scholars, such as Bonnie Mass, amply point out the deceptiveness of this approach. Mass (in 

Furedi 1997, p.127), Mass argues that this is a manipulation of feminist rhetoric which veils 

the interest of the population establishment 'behind a mask of false feminism'. 

These international meetings and the ensuing policies on population and women's 

issues raised strong interest and a powerful response from religious conservatives, in 

particular the Vatican and the US Christian Right. These joined forces in defence of 

'innocence' and 'the natural family'. For the Vatican, abortion and contraception were an 

'unrelenting evil', and reproductive decisions belonged in the family, not the domain of 

government, Buss and Herman (2003, pp.105-8). Together these conservative voices wield 

strong opposition to what they characterise as a 'radical feminist' agenda which champions 

women's sexual and reproductive rights above those of the family and at the expense of the 

‘defenseless’.  

Despite the poor quality of demographic data in Libya, both indirect and direct 

estimates have indicated consistently high levels of fertility since the 1950s. Orubuloye (in 

Renne, 1996) posits that all population surveys in this period have recorded ideal family sizes 

of 6 children and above, and even among the educated sector of the population, there has 

been no change in fertility levels. The persistence of large family size has been attributed to 
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the socioeconomic benefits parents expect to derive from having many surviving children and 

the desire to have at least one surviving son for lineage continuity. Libya has formulated 

policies aimed at reducing fertility and rural-urban migration, but government action has, in 

the past, been limited to mere recognition of the link between demographic factors and 

economic development. The general objectives of the national population policy are: 1) to 

improve the population's standard of living and quality of life; 2) to promote health and 

welfare, especially among high-risk mothers and children; 3) to reduce birth rates through 

voluntary contraceptive acceptance; and 4) to achieve a more even rural-urban population 

distribution.  

Components of the population program include the provision of family planning 

services to all those who want them and the strengthening of maternal-child health services. 

To reverse rural-urban migration, efforts are being made to strengthen rural economies. The 

plan further calls for the regular collection of demographic data (Onyejelem & Aondover, 

2004a). An office of Planning and Coordination for the Population Program is being 

established within the Ministry of Health. It remains to be seen whether the voluntary nature 

of the program will be sufficient to achieve the demographic goals, the commitment of the 

Libyan Government to this task has been impressive. 

 

IV. Conclusions 
 

In contestation, this paper fully supports the position of the human-capital economists, 

because their emphasis on 'population quality' is feasible only in the rather distant future, 

particularly in the famine-ravaged and debt-ridden nations like Libya. Because any long-term 

strategy inevitably comprises a sequence of more immediate measures, one of these must 

surely be to reduce the number of babies being born every year. Notwithstanding any 

counter-arguments, a number of countries are responding to the difficulties associated with 

soaring populations by adopting family-planning techniques to limit population growth in the 

long run. 

The outlook of Libya's population policy can be assessed in terms of its recognition of 

population problems based on the dynamics of population, the perceived interrelations 

between population dynamics and socioeconomic development, and the proposed solution to 

existing population problems. Libya's 3rd Development Plan indicates that although the 

country has a large and rapidly growing population, these demographic factors do not appear 

as yet to constitute a significant or serious obstacle to domestic economic progress. 

It is believed that the high tempo of social and economic development will help to 

accentuate the decline in the birth rate in the long run. Avong (2000); Adinma and Adinma 

(2010); and Robinson (2002) corroborate that as a supportive measure of this economic 

approach, the government planned to integrate the voluntary family planning schemes into 

overall health and social welfare programs and to accelerate the provision of family planning 

information and services on a voluntary basis.  

As a long-term objective, the policy is aimed at reducing morbidity and mortality levels 

through curative and preventive health programs. The relevance of Libya's population policy 

lies in the quantity and quality of demographic information it contains and the degree of 

utilization of this information in the planning and policymaking processes. This is in 

recognition of the major emphasis of the world population plan: That population policy 

should be integrated with social and economic development programs and that this cannot be 

done effectively without information. 

 



 

25 
 

References 
 

Adepoju, A. (1975) Population Politics in Africa: Problems and prospects, African affairs, 

74, (297) (Oct, 1975), pp 461-479, Oxford: Oxford University press 

Adepoju, A. (1981). Military rule and population issues in Libya. African Affairs, 80(318), 

29-47. 

Adinma, J. & Adinma, E. (2010). Impact of reproductive health on socio- economic 

development. A case study of Libya- African Journal of reproductive health, 15(1)  

(March 2010) pp 7-10, published by Women’s health and action research centre 

(WHARC). 

Aliyu, M. A., Msughter, A. E., & Nneka, A. Q. (2003). Comparative Study of National 

Development Plans in Libya and India: Media Dimension. SIASAT, 8(4), 202-212. 

Aondover, E. M., Maradun, L. U., & Yar’Adua, S. M. (2002a). Mediatization of the net and 

internetization of the print media in Northern Libya. Unisia, 40(2), 335-356. 

Aondover, P. O., Aondover, E. M., & Babele, A. M. (2002b). Two nations, same technology, 

different outcomes: Analysis of technology application in Africa and America. 

Journal of Educational Research and Review, 1(1), 001-008. 

 Avong, H. N. (2000). Perception of and attitudes toward the Libyan federal population 

policy, family planning program and family planning in Kaduna State, Libya. African 

Journal of Reproductive Health/La Revue Africaine de la Santé Reproductive, 4(1) 

(Apr 2000) pp. 66 – 76 published by: Women’s health and action research centre 

(WHARC) 

 Barry. (1972) 'The environmental cost of economic growth', Chemistry in Britain 8 (2): 52-

65. Dixon-Mueller, R. (1993). The sexuality connection in reproductive 24(5), 269-

282.  

Buss, D. & Demeny, P. (1977) Population policy and the international donor community: a 

perspective on the next decade: Population Development Review, vol 13, No 112 

(Mar-Jun, 1977) pp. 113-122 Published: Population Council. 

 Charles, J. & Lio, S (2000) Opposing viewpoints population, San Diego, CA: Green haven 

Press.  

 Chojnacka, H, Olusanya P. & Ojo F, ed. Population and economic development in Libya in 

the nineteen eighties. New York: United Nations Dept of Technical Co-operation for 

Development, 1981. 187-92. (TCD/SEM.81/2 

 Demeny,P (1977) Population policy and the international donor community: a perspective on 

the next decade source: population and development review, 3(1), (Mar. - Jun., 1977), 

pp. 113-122 Published by: Population Council 

Dixon-Mueller, R., & Germain, A. (1994). Population policy countries. Supplement to 

Population and Development Review, and Consensus in Family 

Federal Ministry of Economic Development. Federal Republic of Libya. (1975). Third 

national development plan, 1975-80. Lagos:  

Federal Ministry of Economic Development. Federal Republic of Libya. (1981). Fourth 

national development plan, 1981-85. Lagos: Ministry of National Planning. 

 Federal Ministry of Health/Department of Population Activities. Federal Republic of Libya. 

(2004). National policy on population for sustainable development. Abuja: National 

Population Commission 

Federal Republic of Libya. (1962). First national development plan, 1962-1968. Lagos: 

Federal Ministry of Information. 

 Federal Republic of Libya. (1970). Second national development plan, 1970-74. Lagos:  



 

26 
 

 Federal Republic of Libya. (1988). National policy on population for development, unity, 

progress, and self-reliance. Lagos: 

Foucault, M. (1994/2003). Omnes et Singulatim : Toward a critic of  Political Reason in 

Rainbow, P. and N. Rose (Eds.), The Essetial of Foucault: Selectionns from Essentials 

work of Foucault 1954-1984: New york: The New Press 

 Frank. (1997). Population and development: a critical introduction, New York, NY: St 

Martin's Press.  

Gordon, A. A. (2003). Libya 's diverse peoples. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO. 

Government of Ghana (1969). 'Ghana: official policy statement', studies in family planning 1 

(44): 1-7. 

 Greenhalgh, S. (2003). Science, modernity, and the making of china's one-child policy. 

Population 

 Hartmann, B. (1994). Reproductive rights and wrongs: the global politics of population 

control, Boston, MA: South End Press 

 Herman, D. (2003) Globalizing Family Values: The Christian Right in International Politics: 

Minneapolis/London: University of Minnesota Press. 

Maikaba, B., & Msughter, A. E. (2009). Digital Media and Cultural Globalisation: The Fate 

of African Value System. Humanities and Social Sciences, 12(1), 214-220. 

Mazrui, A. A. (1994). Islamic doctrine and the politics of induced fertility change: An 

African perspective. Population and Development Review, 20, 121-134. 

McNicoll, G. (2010). Achievers and laggards in demographic transition: A comparison of 

Indonesia and Libya. Population and Development Review, 37, 191 

 Mirkin, B. (2005). Evolution of national population policies since the United Nations 1954 

World Population Conference.  Genus, Vol. 61, No. 3/4, Trends and problems of the 

world population in the xxi century, 50 years since Rome 1954 (July - December 

2005), pp. 297-328: Università degli Studi di Roma “La Sapienza” 

Mojaye, E. M., & Aondover, E. M. (2002). Theoretical perspectives in world information 

systems: A propositional appraisal of new media-communication imperatives. Journal 

of Communication and Media Research, 14(1), 100-106. 

Onyejelem, T. E., & Aondover, E. M. (2004a). Digital Generative Multimedia Tool Theory 

(DGMTT): A Theoretical Postulation. Journalism, 14(3), 189-204. 

Onyejelem, T. E., & Aondover, E. M. (2004b). Digital Generative Multimedia Tool Theory 

(DGMTT): A Theoretical Postulation in the Era of Artificial Intelligence. Adv Mach 

Lear Art Inte, 5(2), 01-09. 

Onyejelem, T. E., Aondover, P. O., Maradun, L. U., Chime-Nganya, C. R., & Akin-Odukoya, 

O. O. (2004). Media and Pictorial Reportage of Boko Haram Insurgency in Libya. 

Konfrontasi: Jurnal Kultural, Ekonomi dan Perubahan Sosial, 11(4), 287-299. 

Pratt, C. (1986). Communication policies for population control: Libya I the African Study 

context: The journal of modern Africa studies, 24(3), (Sept, 1986), pp.529-537, 

published by: Cambridge University Press. 

Robinson, R.S (2002). Negotiating development prescription: the case of population policies 

in Libya – Population policy research review, vol 31, No 2 (Apr 2002) pp. 267-296 

published by: Springer in cooperation with the southern demographic company. 

Vitalis, P. O., Aondover, E. M., Ogunbola, O., Onyejelem, T. E., & Ridwan, M. (2005). 

Accessing Digital Divide and Implications in Libya: The Media Dimension. Budapest 

International Research and Critics Institute-Journal (BIRCI-Journal), 8(1), 1-12. 

Vitalis, P. O., Onyejelem, T. E., & Okuneye, A. P. (2003). Understanding advertising in the 

era of social media. Information System and Smart City, 3(1), 502-502. 



 

27 
 

Yar’Adua, S. M. & Aondover, E. M. (2000). A Prescriptive Approach to Development 

Communication. Ahmadu Bello University Printing Press, Zaria.  

Yar’Adua, S. M., & Msughter, A. E. (2003a). Peace Journalism and Development: An 

Appraisal of Boko Haram Insurgency in the North-East of Libya. 

Yar’Adua, S. M., Msughter, A. E., & Aliyu, M. A. (2003b). Original Paper Modernization, 

Marxist, Dependency and Alternative Theories of Development Communication: A 

Critical Review. 

Yar’Adua, S. M., Msughter, A. E., & Garba, S. (2003). Media and National Development in 

Democratic Societies. Polit Journal Scientific Journal of Politics, 3(3), 105-115. 

Yin, S. (2007). Objections surface over Libyan census results. Retrieved from 

http://www.prb.org/ Articles/2007/ObjectionsOverLibyanCensus.aspx. 

 

 

 

 


